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Two studies were recently completed by IR&A, which listed student progress toward degree at
different beginning earned credit levels: Two-Semester Average Credits Earned by Major by
Starting Credits Earned Level Fall 2010 (April 2012), Spring 2011 and Graduation or
Return/Graduation Rates by Major Fall 2010 Majors to Fall 2011 (April 2012).

Seven progress measures were included in the two studies. A simple scoring mechanism was
used to rank the majors: if a major’s students had an above-average rate of progress on that
progress measure, the major was given one point. The graduation rate of students who began
with 45 or more credits was given double weight, i.e., majors where students graduated in two
semesters who began with 45 or more earned credits were given two points.

Accounting, Business Administration, and Travel, Tourism and Hospitality Management all had
perfect scores of eight. They scored above average on each of the seven measures.

Progress Measures

1) Graduation rate—Students with 45 or more credits earned at the start of Fall 2010.
The average graduation rate during Fall 2010 or Spring 2011 for all students enrolled
with 45 or more credits in Fall 2010 was 55%. (Double weighted.)

2) Return/graduation rate—Students with 30 to 44 credits earned at the start of Fall
2010. The average Fall 2011 return or graduation (Fall 2010 or Spring 2011) rate for all
students enrolled with 30 to 44 credits earned in Fall 2010 was 67%.

3) Return/graduation rate—Students with 15 to 29 credits earned at the start of Fall
2010. The average r Fall 2011 return or graduation (Fall 2010 or Spring 2011) rate for all
students enrolled with 15 to 29 credits earned in Fall 2010 was 64%.

4) Return/graduation rate—Students with 0 to 14 credits earned at the start of Fall 2010.
The average Fall 2011 return or graduation (Fall 2010 or Spring 2011) rate for all
students enrolled with 0 to 14 credits earned in Fall 2010 was 60%.

5) Number of Credits Earned—Students with 30 to 44 earned credits at the start of Fall
2011. During the next two semesters, the average student who began with 30 to 44
earned credits gained 17.1 additional credits during Fall 2011 and Spring 2012.

6) Number of Equated Credits Earned—Students with 15 to 29 earned credits at the start
of Fall 2011. During the next two semesters, the average student who began with 15 to
29 earned credits earned 16.6 equated credits during Fall 2011 and Spring 2012.



7) Number of Equated Credits Earned—Students with 0 to 14 earned credits at the start
of Fall 2011. During the next two semesters, the average student who began with 0 to
14 earned credits earned 15.6 equated credits during Fall 2011 and Spring 2012.

Majors with zero scores are not listed in the table below. They are new majors with very few
students in Fall 2010.



Average Average Average
Number of Number of Number of
Credits Grad/ Equated Grad/ Equated Grad/
Proportion | Earned 30-44 | Returned Credits Returned |Credits Earned| Returned
>=45 CrStart, Fa 10| Rate 30-44 | Earned 15-29 | Rate 15-29 | 0-14 CrStart, | Rate Oto 14
Major Score | Graduated &Sp 11 Credits | CrStart,Fa10| Credits Fal0&Sp 11 Credits
Accounting 8 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
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